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^arty, as a member of the Cominforn;., is subordinate 
Soviet Commnist Party and is under the direct supervision of the latter 

cratio^’oentLlisr" according to the principle of "demo-* 

there f i ^ ^ reality, an absolute dictatorship is exercised, and 

there is no opportunity to control the activity of the ruling bodies. 

In the first few years after 9 September 1944, the Comr.runist Party had 400 000 

purges Its mombers total only 300,000. Of these only 
&rfroniL^rf,r new^^nimbers have Joins d'thf^ 

muniat Partv*^Bh^ld^h»°r’”^^*°*^a " wor.iring class, the Com- 

eenJ of Composed mostly of workers, but actually on^y about 

iLn ^ members are workers. The increase in me mbersh ip during 

1950 was very small in spite of a campaign to recruit new membS! 

S\95J®‘"Ni^lfrZif constantly conducting purges. In the purge 

oi ly^o Nicolai Popov, the Secretary of the Party Organization of Badio Sofia 
P.rt, of M. „d ),. • 

cannot find a job. A former partisan, Zdravka Kolova, a radio Sofia eimTovee 
was arrested near the end of 1950 for "Traycho Kostovism." In UovLber 195^’ 

Co^L? f I; Secretaries of the Central Comi..ittee of the Bui|Slan 

Comiminist Party, was arrested. About January 1951 General Blaii’oi Pan<a,r *.v,a 
Director of the People’s Militia, was arreBtLr^i;*^ KiSlSftJe S S 
and Bachfzff Section of State Security, and Nikola Mihailov Zagorski 
in 195? ^-chiefs of sections of State Security, were also arrested 

To become a. member of the Bulgarian Ccmmiunist Party, a candidate must submit 

L Zll V" ^^rty Organization at the i^stitutiorJheL 

e vorks. The request must be signed by two guarantors, bothrf ivhom lust be 
Party members. After the c/Mididate > s past has been carefully scrutinized \e 
rejected by open voting at a general reeting of the Party ’ 
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5o ^Ehe Bulgarian CoBununist Party Ib h.@ad3d l)y a Central Coiaifnltteo consleting of 
aLout 3C ineintiers and alternates « ^i!he Central CoBimlttee has several secretaries 
and a Secretary-General. Attached to the Central Committee ie a hureaucratic 
machine of about one thousand parsons. This apparatus is a miniature of the 
entire governmental regime; there is a military affairs sector, foreign affairs 
sector, economic sector, et cetera. The offices of the apparatus are in Sofia 
on the premises of the former regency at the corner of Parish and Moskovska 
Streets, opposite the church of St. Sophla« 

6. The Politburo is cor^oeed of five or sis members of the Central Committee, 
and it is the actual ruling body of the country. 

7o The Party has district, country, and tovrn organi 2 :i,tions, and it, also has 
organizations in factories, collectives, and other institutions*. In Sofia 
there were also sector organizations. At the head of each Party organization, 
there is a Party Secretary with a “boro*’ and aT;3C illary personnel. By ireans 
of these so-called “string" organizations the Bulgarian Comnunist Party carries 
out its decisions. However, these organizations have been found to be insuffi- 
cient, and the Bulgarian Comcsunist Party has organized auxiliary organizations. 

8. The foremost of the axx iliary organizations is the Fatherland Front Organiza- 
tion which has about 1,200,000 raombers. Its etructure is similar to that of 
the Bulgarian Coumuniet Party, and members are accepted easily. This organiza- 
tion carries out decisions of the Government in the localities, and indoctri- 
nates the masses in Marxist teachings by means of conferences, ineetings, 

and courses. The Fatherland Front also watches over the behavior of the citi- 
zens and disseminates propaganda for the Bulgarian Communist Party. At the 
end of 1950 a campaign was begun to recruit new members for the organization. 
Minimum qualifications were required to join. 

9, The General Workers Professional Union is another auxiliary organization 
through which Party and non-Party members are directed by the regime. Theoreti- 
cally this organization is supposed to protect the interests of the workers, 
but actually it acts to suppress them. Those who ere not members of the union 
have great difficulty finding a job. 

lOo Another auxiliary* organization, the Union of Fi^iters Against Fascism, includes 
participants in the resistance against all the governments since 1920, and those 
who took part in the war against the Gorjrtans. This la the closest organization 
to the Bulgarian Communist Party, and Its purpose is to keep reserve cadres 
at the disposal of the Bulgarian Communist Party in case of war or civil dis- 
turbance.* 
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The Bulgarian fied Cross and the BiU-garian-Soviet Associations are other 
auxiliary organizations which are entirely subordinate to the Bulgarian 
Communist Party. 
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Severiil reports ^^^^WSHHhave mentioned the 
recent merger of the Union of Fighters Against Fascism with the People's 
Uj^ion for Sport and Technics to form the Voluntary Organization for 
Defense Oooperatlcm. (DOSO; Dobrovolnata Organazatsla Sudeystvle na 
Otbrana). 


CO mPEOT lAL/cblifTROL - U~S. OFFICIALS OKLY 


Approved For Release 2001/03/06 : CIA-RDP82-00457R009700350002-9 



